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DANILYN RUTHERFORD 
Associate Professor of Anthropology 

University of Chicago 
1126 East 59th Street 
Chicago, IL 60637 

 

Education 

1997 Cornell University.  Doctorate in Anthropology.  Minor in Southeast Asian Studies.  
 Dissertation entitled ÒRaiding the Land of the Foreigners: History, Culture, and Contact 
 in Biak, Irian Jaya, Indonesia.Ó   
 
1991 Cornell University.  Master of Arts in Anthropology.  Minor in Southeast Asian Studies. 
 
1991 New York University.  One semester as visiting student in Anthropology and 

Performance Studies.  Courses in Comparative Ethnography of Oceania and Linguistic 
Anthropology. 

 
1983 Stanford University.  Bachelor of Arts and Science in History and Biology, with 
 Distinction.   
 

Academic Research 
 
2003 Six months of historical and ethnographic work on Papuan nationalism.  Library and archival 

research in the Netherlands and the U.S.  Interviews and participant observation in Leiden, New 
York, and New Haven and upcoming in Jakarta, Bali, and Jayapura.   Research on the internet. 

 
2002 Six months of historical and ethnographic work on Papuan nationalism.  Interviews, participant 

observation, and library and archival research in the U.S. and the Netherlands.   Research on the 
internet. 

 
2001 Two weeks of archival research in the Netherlands at the KITLV.  Collection of documents on 
 linguistic practices and ideologies associated with the Protestant mission in New Guinea. 
 
1998 One month of ethnographic research in Biak, Irian Jaya, Indonesia and the Netherlands.   
 Preliminary investigations for project on Papuan nationalism. 
 
1994 One month of follow-up research in Biak, Irian Jaya, Indonesia. 
 
1992-4 Seventeen months of fieldwork.   Ethnographic research in Biak on kinship, historical 
 consciousness and ethnicity.  Recorded and transcribed sung texts. 
 
1992-4 Twelve months of historical research.  Consulted Dutch government, mission and academic 

sources in the Netherlands.  Interviewed exiles and former colonial officials. 

Other  Research 
 
1990 The Ford Foundation, Jakarta, Indonesia.  Three month internship assessing legal approaches to 
 securing forest tenure rights in IndonesiaÕs Outer Islands.  Analyzed national policy in context of 
 case studies drawn from research in Irian Jaya.  Authored strategy paper. 
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1989 Homeless Housing Division, Department of Housing, Preservation and Development, New York, 
 New York.  Three month internship evaluating program training unemployed youth in housing 
 renovation.  Authored report. 
 

Professional Exper ience 

 
2004-present Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago. 
 
1997-2003 Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago. 
 
2002-2004 Principle Researcher, West Papua Study Group for ÒThe Dynamics and Management of 

Internal Conflicts in Asia,Ó a project sponsored by the East-West Center Washington and 
the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 

 
1999-2000 Member, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N.J. 
 
1996 Visiting Tutor, Department of Anthropology, Goldsmiths College, University of London, 

London, England.  Responsible for course entitled ÒGeneral Principles of Social 
Anthropology.Ó   

 
1993 Co-ordinator, Biak Wor, Lisan Festival on Indonesian Oral Traditions, Jakarta, 
 Indonesia, December 9-11, 1993.  
 
1992 Editorial Assistant, Cornell Modern Indonesia Project, Ithaca, New York.  Worked on 

Rudolf Mr‡zek, Sjahrir:  Politics and Exile in Indonesia. 
 
1986-88 Associate Director, International Development Exchange, San Francisco, California.  
 Managed organization promoting global awareness in the United States through 
 participation in smallprojects abroad. 
 
1984-86 Lecturer, English Department, Sanata Dharma TeacherÕs College, Yogyakarta, Indonesia.  
 Taught courses on literature and culture.  Member of Volunteers in Asia. 
 
 
Books  
 
n.d. Spectral Sovereignties: Colonialism, Nationalism, and the Idea of an Audience in West 

Papua.  In preparation. 
 
2003 Raiding the Land of the Foreigners: The Limits of the Nation on an Indonesian Frontier.  

Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
 
 
Chapters  
 
n.d. Laughing at Leviathan: John Furnivall, Dutch New Guinea, and the Ridiculousness of  
 Colonial Rule.  Forthcoming in Andrew Willford and Eric Tagliacozzo, eds., 
 Clio/Anthropos.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 
 
2007  Der Tanz, Durkheim und das Freimde: Eine RŸckkehr zum Comeback der Tradition in  
  Biak (Dance, Durkheim, and the Foreign: Revisiting the Revival of Tradition in Biak).  
  In Gabriele Brandstetter and Christoph Wulf, Tanz als Anthropologie. Berlin: Wilhelm  
  Fink. 
 
2006 Nationalism and Millenarianism in West Papua: Institutional Power, Interpretive 

Practice, and the Pursuit of Christian Truth.   Matthew Engelke and Matthew Tomlinson, 
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eds., The Limits of Meaning: Case Studies in the Anthropology of Christianity.  Oxford: 
Berghahn Books. 

 
2006 The Bible Meets the Idol: Writing and Conversion in Biak.  Fenella Cannell, ed.   The 

Anthropology of Christianity.  Durham: Duke University Press. 
 
2005 Nationalism and Millenarianism in West Papua: Institutional Power, Interpretive 

Practice, and the Pursuit of Christian Truth.   In June Nash, ed.   Social Movements: An 
Anthropological Reader.  Pp. 146-168.  London: Blackwell.   

 
2003  Laughing at Leviathan: John Furnivall, Dutch New Guinea, and the Ridiculousness of  
  Colonial Rule.  James T. Siegel and Audrey Kahin, eds.  Southeast Asia over Three  
  Generations.  Pp. 27-46.  I thaca: Cornell Southeast Asia Program Publications. 
 
2001 Waiting for the End in Biak: Violence, Order, and a Flag Raising.  Expanded version in 

Benedict R. OÕG. Anderson, ed. Violence and the State in Indonesia.  Pp. 189-212.  
Ithaca: Cornell Southeast Asia Program Publications. 

 
1998 Trekking to New Guinea: Dutch Colonial Fantasies of a Virgin Land 1900-1940.  In 
 Domesticating the Empire: Race, Gender and Family Life in French and Dutch 
 Colonialism, eds. Frances Gouda and Julia Clancy-Smith. Pp. 255-271.  Charlottesville: 
 University of Virginia Press. 
 
Ar ticles 
 
n.d.  Spacetime and the Experience of Empire.  Under review at Cultural Anthropology. 
 
2008 Why Papua Wants Freedom: The Third Person in Contemporary Nationalism.  

Forthcoming in Public Culture 10 (1). 
 
2005  Frontiers of the Lingua Franca: Ideologies of the Linguistic Contact Zone in Dutch New  
  Guinea.  Ethnos 70 (3): 387-412. 
 
2001 From Irian Jaya to Papua: The Limits of Primordialism in IndonesiaÕs Troubled East 

(with Octovianus Mote).  Indonesia 72: 115-140. 
 
2001 The Foreignness of Power: Alterity and Subversion in KafkaÕs ÒIn the Penal ColonyÓ and 

Beyond.  Modernism, Modernity 8 (2): 303-313. 
 
2001 Intimacy and Alienation: Money and the Foreign in Biak. Public Culture 13 (2) 299-324. 
 
2000  The White Edge of the Margin: Textuality and Authority in Biak, Irian Jaya, Indonesia. 

American Ethnologist 27 (2): 312-339. 
 
1998 Waiting for the End in Biak: Violence, Order, and a Flag Raising, Indonesia 67: 39-59. 
 
1998 Love, Violence, and Foreign Wealth: Kinship and History in Biak, Irian Jaya. Journal of 

the Royal Anthropological Institute 4(2): 257-81. 
 
1996 Of Birds and Gifts: Reviving Tradition on an Indonesian Frontier.  Cultural 

Anthropology 11(4):577-616. 
 
1993 Unpacking a National Heroine: Two Kartinis and Their People. Indonesia 55:23-41. 
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Review Articles 
 
2004  Viewing Areas: A Review Essay.  Indonesia 78: 181-187. 
 
2003  Ethnography without Culture?  Modernity and Marginality in the Anthropology of  
  Indonesia.  Reviews in Anthropology 32 (1): 91-108. 
 
2002 After Syncretism: The Anthropology of Islam and Christianity in Southeast Asia.  

Comparative Studies in Society and History 44 (1): 196-205. 
 
 
Book Reviews 
 
2006  Review of Gregory Forth, ed., Guardians of the Land: Louis Fontijne's Study of a 

 Colonial District in Eastern Indonesia.  Indonesia 82: 141-145. 
 
2006  Review of Tom Boellsdorff, The Gay Archipelago: Sexuality and Nation in Indonesia.  

 Nations and Nationalism.  Forthcoming in Nations and Nationalism. 
 
2004  Review of Elsbeth Locher-Scholten, Sumatran Sultanate and Colonial State: Jambi and  
  the Rise of Dutch Imperialism, 1830-1907.  Forthcoming in Journal of Asian History. 
 
2005  Review of Clive Moore, New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and History.  Journal of the  
  Economic and Social History of the Orient 48 (1): 136-138. 
 
1998 Review of Webb Keane, Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of Representation in 

an Indonesian Society. Indonesia 66: 197-203. 
 
1996 Review of Adrian Vickers, ed., Being Modern in Bali. Indonesia 62: 125-131. 
 
1997 Review of R.H. Barnes, Sea Hunters of Indonesia. Indonesia 64: 149-52. 
 
1997 Review of Frances Gouda, Dutch Culture Overseas: Colonial Practice in the Netherlands 

Indies 1900-1942.  American Anthropologist 99(3): 28-29. 
 
1994 Review of Julie Wheelwright, Mata Hari and the Myth of Women in Espionage.  Antara 
 Kita 39:15-18. 
 

Other  Essays 

 
2001  Remembering Sam Kapissa. Inside Indonesia 67 (September). 
 
1998 Fishing for the Foreign: A Magical Practice from Biak, Irian Jaya.  In Religion and 

Ritual, ed. James J. Fox, Indonesian Heritage, vol. 9. Pp. 94-95.  Singapore: Didier 
Millet. 

 
1998 Irian Jaya: Wor.  In Indonesian Languages and Literature, eds. John McGlynn and 

Goenawan Mohamad, Indonesian Heritage, vol. 10. Pp. 58-59. Singapore: Didier Millet.  
 
1996 Music of Biak, Ir ian Jaya: Wor, Church Songs, Yospan.  Notes for vol. 10 of Music of 
 Indonesia, ed. Philip Yampolsky. Washington: Smithsonian Institute/Folkways Records, 
 compact disc. 
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Organized and Chaired Sessions 
 
2003  ÒRethinking National and Scholarly Boundaries: The Case of West Papua,Ó invited  
  session of the Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago,  
  November 12-16. 

Presentations 
 
2007  Discussion of ÒThe Difference Kinship Makes: Rethinking the Ideologies of Modernity,Ó  
  invited session of the American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting,   
  Washington, D.C., November 27-December 2, 2007. 
 
2007  ÒSpacetime, Sympathy, and the Experience of Empire.Ó  Paper presented in the Boas  
  Lecture Series, Department of Anthropology, Columbia University, November 14. 
 
2007  ÒSpacetime and the Experience of Empire.Ó  Paper presented at the Department of  
  Anthropology, University of California, Davis, October 15. 
 
2007  ÒThe Enchantments of Secular Belief.Ó  Paper presented in ÒThe Re-Enchantment  
  of the World?Ó Plenary Session of the Annual Meeting of the Society for the   
  Anthropology of Religion, Tucson, Arizona, April 16. 
 
2007  ÒSpacetime and the Experience of Empire.Ó  Paper presented at the Program on   
  Southeast Asian Studies, University of Toronto, April 13. 
 
2007  Discussion of ÒTensions of Democracy II :  Contested Meanings of Politics,Ó session of  
  ÒCommunicating Legitimacy: Putting Democratic Practice and Representation in  
  Context,Ó conference sponsored by the Political Communications Workshop at the  
  University of Chicago, March 31. 
 
2007  ÒSpacetime and the Experience of Empire.Ó  Paper presented at the Department of  
  Anthropology, The New School, New York, March 28. 
 
2006 Discussion of ÒDisjuncture, the Political, and ÔActually Existing Christianities,ÕÓ session 

of the  Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, San Jose, 
November 15-19. 

 
2006 ÒSpacetime and the Experience of Empire.Ó  Paper presented in ÒCritical Intersections, 

Ethnographic Analyses, and Theoretical Influence: In Honor of Nancy Munn,Ó 
presidential session of  the  Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, San Jose, November 15-19. 

 
2006 Discussion of William Connelly, ÒCapitalism and ChristianityÓ in ÒPolitics, Piety, and the 

Futures of Faith,Ó Chicago Center of Contemporary Theory Spring Symposium, April 7, 
postponed to October 6. 

 
2005  ÒBirds and Gifts Revisited: Dance and the Foreign in West Papua,Ó  Paper presented  
  in ÒDance as AnthropologyÓ at the Centre of Excellence ÒKulturen des Performativen,Ó  
  Freie UniversitŠt, Berlin, December 8-10. 
 
2005  ÒWhy Papua Wants Freedom: Third Person Nationalism and the Media of Merdeka.Ó   
  Paper presented to the Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan, March 11.  
 
2004  ÒWhy Papua Wants Freedom: Third Person Nationalism and the Media of Merdeka.Ó   
  Paper presented to the Southeast Asia Program, Northern Illinois University, November  
  12. 
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2004  ÒWhy Papua Wants Freedom: Third Person Nationalism and the Media of Merdeka.Ó   
  Paper presented to the Southeast Asia Program, Cornell University, October 21. 
 
2004 ÒWhy Papua Wants Freedom: Third Person Nationalism and the Media of Merdeka.Ó  

Paper presented to the Department of Social Anthropology, London School of Economics 
and Political Science, May 21.  

 
2004 ÒWhy Papua Wants Freedom: Third Person Nationalism and the Media of Merdeka.Ó  

Paper presented to the Performance Studies Workshop, University of Chicago, May 14. 
 
2004 ÒWhy Papua Wants Freedom: Third Person Nationalism and the Media of Merdeka.Ó  

Paper presented to the Culture, Life Course and Mental Health Workshop, Department of 
Human Development, University of Chicago, April 6. 

   
2003  ÒWhy Papua Wants Freedom: Third Person Nationalism and the Media of Merdeka.Ó   
  Paper presented in ÒRethinking National and Scholarly Boundaries: The Case of  
   West Papua,Ó invited session of the Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological    Association, Chicago, November 12-16. 
 
2003  ÒReligion and the Movement: Institutions, Utopias, and the Practice of Papuan   
  Nationalism.Ó  Draft book chapter presented at second meeting of ÒThe Dynamics and  
  Management of Internal Conflicts in Asia,Ó a project sponsored by the East-West Center  
  and the Carnegie Corporation of New York.  Denpasar and Jakarta, Indonesia, June 15- 
  18. 
 
2003 ÒWhy Papua Wants Freedom: Third Person Nationalism and the Media of Merdeka.Ó  

Paper presented at the Irvine Seminars in the Anthropology of Modernity.  University of 
California, Irvine, May 22. 

 
2003 ÒWhy Papua Wants Freedom: Third Person Nationalism and the Media of Merdeka.Ó  

Paper presented to the Wilder House Editorial Board, University of Chicago, May 2. 
 
2003  Discussion of Ben Arps, ÒDrums and GongsÉ .Ó International Conference on Media and  
  the Making of History in Contemporary Indonesia, Leiden University, March 13-15. 
 
2003  ÒWhy Papua Wants Freedom: Third Person Nationalism and the Media of Merdeka.Ó   
  Paper presented at International Conference on Media and the Making of History in  
  Contemporary Indonesia, Leiden University, March 13-15. 
 
2003 ÒWhy Papua Wants Freedom: Third Person Nationalism and the Media of Merdeka.Ó   

Paper presented at Southeast Asia Seminar, Harvard University, March 10. 
 
2003 ÒLaughing at Leviathan: John Furnivall, Dutch New Guinea, and the Ridiculousness of 

Colonial Rule.Ó  Paper presented at the University of Wisconsin Southeast Asia Program, 
January 24. 

 
2002 ÒPursuing the Inscrutable in West Papua: Institutional Power, Interpretive Practice, and 

the Alterity of Christian Truth.Ó  Paper presented in ÒChristian Ritual and the Limits of 
Meaning,Ó a session at the Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, Washington, D.C., November 23. 

 
2002 ÒWest Papua Working Paper.Ó  Working paper presented at f irst meeting of ÒThe 

Dynamics and Management of Internal Conflicts in Asia,Ó a project sponsored by the 
East-West Center and the Carnegie Corporation of New York.  Washington, D.C., 
September 29 Ð October 3.  
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2002 ÒAnxieties of the Lingua Franca.Ó  Paper presented in ÒSemiosis of Anxiety/Anxieties 
about Semiosis,Ó conference of the Semiotics Workshop, the University of Chicago, 
March 2. 

 
2001 ÒFrontiers of the Lingua Franca: Malay, Mefoorsch, and the Papuan Soul.Ó  Paper 

presented at ÒAdventures in Heteroglossia,Ó a session at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Anthropological Association, Washington, D.C., December 2. 

 
2000 ÒPapuans, Pillars and the Limits of Pluralism: Visions of Identity and Difference on a 

Colonial Frontier.Ó  Paper presented in ÒAn Apartheid of Souls: Dutch Colonialism and 
its Aftermath in Indonesia, Suriname and South Africa,Ó a workshop at the Department of 
Social Anthropology, London School of Economics and Political Science, December 8-
10. 

 
2000 ÒIntimacy and Alienation: Money and the Foreign in Biak, Irian Jaya, Indonesia.Ó  Paper 

presented to the Department of Social Anthropology, London School of Economics and 
Political Science, December 8.  

 
2000 ÒForeign Power.Ó  Paper presented at Kafka Symposium, sponsored by the Faculty 

Committee on Theater and Performance Studies and the Department of Germanic Studies 
at the University of Chicago and Court Theater.  December 1. 

 
2000 ÒFrom Irian Jaya to West Papua: The Limits of Primordialism in IndonesiaÕs Contested 

East.Ó  Co-authored paper presented in ÒEthnic Violence in Indonesia,Ó a session at the 
Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, San Francisco, CA, 
November 17. 

 
2000 ÒIntimacy and Alienation: Money and the Foreign in Biak, Irian Jaya, Indonesia.Ó  Paper 

presented to the Department of Anthropology, New York University, April 27.  
 
1999 ÒThe White Edge of the Margin: Textuality and Authority in Biak, Irian Jaya, Indonesia.Ó  

Paper presented to the School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study, October 
14. 

1999 ÒThe Bible Meets the Idol: Writing and Conversion in Biak, Irian Jaya, Indonesia.Ó  
Paper presented in ÒReligious Encounters, Identity, and Locality in Indonesia and 
Malaysia,Ó a sponsored session at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian 
Studies, Washington, D.C., March 11. 

1999 Discussion of Joseph ErringtonÕs ÒLanguage Contact, Language Change, and Javanese-
Indonesian IdiosyncretismsÓ in ÒHomogeneity and Heterogeneity in Linguistic 
Communities,Ó a mini-conference sponsored by the Language and Diachrony Initiative of 
the Departments of Linguistics and Anthropology, University of Chicago, April 30. 

 
1998 ÒRandom Acts: Violence, Order and the Foreign in Biak.Ó  Paper presented in ÒViolence 

and the Symbolic Economy of Terror in Irian Jaya,Ó a session at the Annual Meeting of 
the American Anthropological Association, Philadelphia, PA, December 3. 

 
1998 ÒThe Idol Meets the Bible: Writing and Conversion in Biak, Irian Jaya, Indonesia.Ó  

Paper presented at ÒWords and Things II: Power and Transformation in Local 
Christianities,Ó a follow-up workshop at the Department of Social Anthropology, London 
School of Economics and Political Science, September 24. 

 
1998 ÒRaiding the Market: Money, Violence and the Imagined Community in Biak, Irian Jaya, 

Indonesia.Ó  Paper presented in ÒDiscourses among the Local, Regional, and National in 
Indonesia,Ó a sponsored session at the Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian 
Studies, Washington, D.C., March 28. 
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1997 ÒRaiding the Market: Money and the Memory of Colonial Violence in Biak, Irian Jaya.Ó  
Paper presented in ÒInterrogating Individuals: Crossing Discourses of Subjectivity in the 
Pacific,Ó an invited session at the Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, Washington, D.C., November 25. 

 
1997 ÒBuying Words and Stealing Sermons: Writing and Conversion on New GuineaÕs 

Northwestern Coast.Ó  Presentation at ÒWords and Things: Power and Transformation in 
Local Christianities,Ó a workshop at the Department of Social Anthropology, University 
of Manchester, April 23. 

 
1996 ÒLove, Violence and Foreign Wealth: Kinship and History in Biak, Irian Jaya.Ó  Paper 

presented to the Department of Social Anthropology, London School of Economics and 
Political Science, November 8. 

 
1996 ÒThe Making of Big Foreigners: Writing and Authority in Biak, Irian Jaya, Indonesia.Ó  

Paper presented to the Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago, October 28. 
 
1996 ÒMessianic Moments and Biblical Desires in Biak, Irian Jaya: The Shock of Modernity 

on a Colonial Frontier.Ó  Paper presented in ÒMaterializations of Modernity,Ó a session at 
the Annual Meeting of the American Association of Asian Studies, Honolulu, Hawaii, 
April 12. 

 
1995 ÒThe Fetish of the Written and the Authority of Absence: How Biak Eats the Book.Ó  

Paper presented at ÒBorder Fetishisms,Ó a conference of the Research Centre for Religion 
and Society, University of Amsterdam, December 11-13. 

 
1995 ÒOf Gifts and Birds: Reviving Tradition in New Order Biak, Irian Jaya.Ó  Paper presented 

to the Centre for South East Asian Studies, School of Oriental and African Studies, 
University of London, October 26. 

 
1995 ÒThe Family and the Foreign in Biak, Irian Jaya: A Domestic Economy of Shock.Ó Paper 

presented at ÒIndonesian Women in the Household and Beyond,Ó Interdisciplinary Forum 
on Indonesian WomenÕs Studies (WIVS) Third Conference and Royal Institute of 
Linguistics and Anthropology (KITLV) Tenth International Workshop on Indonesian 
Studies, Leiden University, September 28. 

 
1995 ÒFrom Frontier to Margin: The Revival of Tradition in New Order Biak.Ó  Paper 

presented in ÒMarginality in New Order Indonesia: Questions of Cultural and Political 
LocalityÓ a session at the Annual Meeting of the American Association of Asian Studies, 
Washington, D.C., April 9. 

 
1994 ÒThe Papuan, the Dutchman and the Indo-European Pioneer: Colonial Identity and 
 Racial Anxiety in the Historical Construction of Netherlands New Guinea.Ó  Paper 
 presented at ÒPresenting the Past: History, Art, Language, Literature,Ó Second 
 International and Interdisciplinary Conference of Low Country Studies, University 
 College London, December 19. 
 
1993 ÒTransforming the Foreign: Wor in Biak History .Ó Paper presented at Lisan Seminar on 
 Oral Traditions in Indonesia, Jakarta, December 9.      
 
1990 ÒContractual Agreements in Asian Social Forestry Programs.Ó  Co-authored paper 
 presented at the First Annual Meeting of the International Association for the Study of 
 Common Property, Durham, North Carolina, September 10. 
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Grants, Fellowships and Honors 
 
2005  Nominated for the Mellon New Directions Fellowship, University of Chicago. 
 
2002 Invited to serve as Principle Researcher, West Papua Study Group for ÒThe Dynamics 

and Management of Internal Conflicts in Asia,Ó a two year project sponsored by the East-
West Center Washington and the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 

  
2001 Research and Writing Grant from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 

Program for Global Security and Sustainability for ÒSpectral Sovereignties: History, 
Identity and Audience in IndonesiaÕs Contested East.Ó 

 
1999 The University of Chicago Social Sciences Divisional Research Committee Grant from 

the J. David Greenstone Memorial Fund for research project on ÒSpectral Sovereignties: 
History, Identity and Audience in IndonesiaÕs Contested East.Ó 

 
1999 Member, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton. 
 
1999  Alternate, Franke Institute for the Humanities, University of Chicago. 
 
1998 Lauriston Sharp Prize from the Southeast Asian Studies Program, Cornell University for 

dissertation. 
 
1998 The University of Chicago Social Sciences Divisional Research Committee Grant from 

the J. David Greenstone Memorial Fund for research project on ÒYouth, Modernity and 
the Foreign.Ó 

 
1994 Social Science Research Council Dissertation Write-Up Grant.  
 
1992 United States Department of Education Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Abroad 

Fellowship. 
 
1992 Phi Kappa Phi.  
 
1991 Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research Predoctoral Grant.   
 
1991 Social Science Research Council Dissertation Fellowship for Area Research.  
 
1990 United States Department of Education Jacob K. Javits Graduate Fellowship.   
 
1989 Cornell University Sage Graduate Fellowship.   
 
1983 Phi Beta Kappa.   
 
1979 National Merit Scholar.   
 

Languages 

Indonesian: excellent 
Biak: good 
Dutch: reading proficiency, some speaking 
French: reading proficiency, some speaking 
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Service  

Member, Council of the Senate, University of Chicago 
Member, Council on Advanced Studies in the Humanities and the Social Sciences, University of Chicago 
Member, Committee on Southern Asian Studies, University of Chicago 
Member, Board of International Studies, University of Chicago 
Member, Committee on Theatre and Performance Studies, University of Chicago 
Faculty Sponsor, Interdisciplinary Christianities Workshop, University of Chicago 
Faculty Sponsor, Performance Studies Workshop, University of Chicago 
Faculty Sponsor, Workshop on Religion and the Social, University of Chicago 
Faculty Fellow, Chicago Center for Contemporary Theory, University of Chicago  
Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago 
Saller Prize Committee 
Deanship of the College Selection Committee, 2006 
Social Science Divisional Study Committee, 2007 
Manuscript Reviewer for Cornell University Press, Duke University Press, University of California Press, 
University of Michigan Press, Ethnos, Indonesia, American Ethnologist, Cultural Anthropology, Policy 
Studies,  and The Journal of Religious Studies 

Professional Associations 

Board of Society for Cultural Anthropology 
Editorial Advisory Board of Ethnos 
Editorial Advisory Board of Indonesia 
Wilder House Editorial Board 
American Anthropological Association 
Association for Asian Studies 
American Ethnological Society 
Society for Cultural Anthropology 
Indonesia Human Rights Network 
Papua Resource Center Board of Directors 

Interests 
Sociocultural Anthropology, Cultural Studies, Colonial and Postcolonial Societies, History and Historical 
Consciousness, Ethnicity and Nationalism, Human Rights, Christianity, Secularism, Kinship, Gender, 
Technology, Social Theory, Southeast Asia, Oceania, Melanesia, Indonesia. 
 


